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1. Agreed State/Defense guidance on public relations handling, ^ 

consistent with the approach you and 'A&fcxara®/ were instructed to 

j^|^J am g 

make to Thieu, was transmitted to '^Abiarams/ through military channels. 
Ahtoaras,; has now been instructed to coordinate with vou and si,ihm-it 


to Washington for approval a statement which Ssx&sx proposed would 


be made in Saigon, after Washington has made its statement on i 




backing and support of the operation. 

2* We do n ^t yet have text of Washington statement which in aijiy 
event will be somewhat dependent on what, if anything, Thieu 
and/or Lon Nol may have said meanwhile. However, in drafting 
Saigon statement, you will, of course, bear in mind that whole 
theme is that this is ARVN operation. As you know, it is hoped 
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that it can be accomplished without any direct American participator 
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within Cambodia, If such participation becomes necessary, we will 


want very carefully to consider what, if anything, it would be 
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desirable to say in this regard. 
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